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SUMMARY: WHILE NI VIOLENCE REMAINS SERIOUS, GOI POLICY IS POINTED 
IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION. WE BELIEVE THAT FITZGERALD'S DESCRIPTION 
OP PROBLEM WILL BE SOUND. WE SHOULD, HOWEVER, DISCOURAGE ANY HOPE 
THAT A UN PEACEKEEPING FORCE COULD BE A REASONABLE SUBSTITUTE POR 
BRITISH ARMY. IF FITZGERALD PRESSES ON PROBLEM OP IRA PUND-RAISING 
IN US, IT WOULD BE LEGITIMATE TO ASK WHETHER HIS GOVERNMENT HAS 
DONE EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO COOPERATE. END SUMMARY. 

1. PONMIN PITZGERALD HAS EARNED A REPUTATION AS AN OBJECTIVE AND 
SCHOLARLY ANALYST OP THE IRISH "TROUBLES." IP HE DESCRIBES CURRENT 
SITUATION TO SECRETARY, THE BRIEPING SHOULD BE ACCURATE,WITH SMALL 
POSSIBLE EXCEPTIONS NOTED BELOW. 

2. DESPITE A CHRISTMAS TRUCE THE NI PROBLEM REMAINS BAD, AND OUR 
LAST ASSESSMENT (REFTEL) IS CURRENT. A LASTING POLITICAL SOLUTION 
WOULD HAVE TO INVOLVE GENUINE POWER-SHARING BETWEEN CATHOLIC AND 
PROTESTANT COMMUNITIES, BUT THIS HAS BEEN TORPEDOED BY VIOLENCE 
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OF PROTESTANT POLITICIANS. MOST OBSERVERS EXPECT A DEADLOCK IN THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION TO BE ELECTED EARLY IN 1975. IN THE 
SHORT TERM, THUS, THE BEST THING THAT CAN BE SAID IS THAT THE 
BRITISH ARMY HAS KEPT THE VIOLENCE EROM BECOMING A EULL-SCALE 
CIVIL WAR. WE CANNOT ENVISAGE AT THIS TIME ANY OTHER PEACEKEEPING 
EORCE THAT WOULD BE NEARLY AS EEFECTIVE. FITZGERALD WILL UNDOUBT- 
EDLY AGREE THAT IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO KEEP THE BRITISH ARMY ON 
THE SCENE. HE MAY CONCEIVABLY MENTION THE POSSIBILITY OP A UN 
PEACEKEEPING EORCE IP THE BRITISH WITHDRAW. AS SEEN PROM EMBASSY 
DUBLIN, THIS WOULD BE A VERY BAD ALTERNATIVE. 

3. DR. PITZGERALD MAY MENTION THAT HIS GOVT IS TAKING STRONG 
MEASURES AGAINST THE PROVISIONAL IRA. THIS COULD ARISE IN A DIS- 
CUSSION OP IRA FUND-RAISING IN THE UNITED STATES, WHICH HE DEPLORES 
(AS DO WE). DEPT HAS MORE INFO THAN THIS EMBASSY ON PUND-RAISING 
PROBLEM, BUT WE MUST COMMENT THAT ANTI-IRA MEASURES IN DUBLIN HAVE 
NOT BEEN DRAMATICALLY EFPECTIVE. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT PITZGERALD 
AND HIS GOVT DO DETEST THE IRA, BUT THE AVERSION HAS NOT BEEN 
TRANSLATED INTO SUCCESSPUL ACTION. GOI DOES NOT SEEM WILLING TO 
RUN THE POLITICAL RISKS INVOLVED IN, FOR EXAMPLE, EXTRADITING 

IRA FUGITIVES OR COOPERATING WHOLEHEARTEDLY WITH THE BRITISH ARMY 
ON BORDER SECURITY. GOI HAS ALSO BEEN UNWILLING TO HONOR OUR 
REQUESTS POR WHATEVER INFO IT MAY HAVE ON THE PUND-RAISING PROBLEM. 
DR. PITZGERALD IS VERY SENSITIVE ON THIS SUBJECT; HE MUST REALIZE 
THAT HIS GOVT'SPERPORMANCE IS OPEN TO CRITICISM. WE DO NOT REC- 
OMMEND THAT AMERICANS CHIDE HIM ON THIS SUBJECT, BUT IF HE RAISES 
IT, HE COULD WELL BE ASKED WHETHER GOI IS DOING ALL IT CAN TO 
COOPERATE. 

4. IN GENERAL, HOWEVER, GOI POLICY IS EMINENTLY PEACE-ORIENTED. 

IT IS, IN FACT, VERY CLOSE TO THAT OP BRITISH GOVT, WHICH IS ONE 
OP MOST HOPEPUL SIGNS IN A BAD SITUTATION. MOORE 
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